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We have returned to the cold, wet days of winter since the last Campus Update was sent out, but the
campus is still filled with signs of the coming spring. Indian Plum bushes are starting to open their leaves
and flowers, and the Salmonberry bushes are not far behind.

Despite the return to typical winter weather, bird activity on campus has remained high. Last week |
encountered a Bewick’'s Wren that paused for a moment while foraging to give me a suspicious look.
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The wren traversed several
other horizontal branches,
occasionally pausing to snap
up choice morsels (insects and
spiders) as he went.

When the wren flew to a nearby stump to
continue foraging, he paused. At first |
thought | had done something to distract
him, but then | heard another wren call-

ing nearby. Apparently, the wren was
listening.




I'm not sure what the other wren had communicated,
but the bird | was watching responded with the same
harsh sounding call the other bird had made. He then
disappeared into a low bush nearby.

Both resident and visiting winter flocks
of American Robins have been enjoying
all of the leaf litter on PAWS campus in
recent days. The bird in the photo at
right perched for a moment on a fallen
branch before hopping into the leaves
and tossing them left and right in search
of a meal.

If you'd like to give robins, thrushes,
towhees and other ground feeding birds
a hand, consider leaving leaf litter on the
ground. As the leaves decay they create
a favorable microclimate for a variety of
invertebrates on which these birds feed.
They also return valuable nutrients to the
soil.




This Song Sparrow made a
brief appearance by the wildlife
center’s raptor cage complex
before disappearing into a
brush pile.

Last Wednesday, several Steller’s Jays were
foraging in the trees behind the deer pen at
the wildlife center. The individual in this
photo retrieved a cached hazelnut and flew
off with it. Two other jays began calling
loudly as they took off in pursuit.




Believe it or not, the nesting season has begun here
on the PAWS campus. The Anna’s Hummingbirds
that we saw stalking a Red-breasted Sapsucker in the
last installment of the Campus Update are currently
busy building their nests and laying their eggs. If you
look closely in the photo to the right, you can see the
mossy beginnings of a nest on the branch.

In this photo (taken a few days later and from a
different angle), you can see the silhouette of the
female hummingbird’s head as she sits on the
nest.
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It's been amazing to watch this intricate, ping
pong ball-sized nest take shape. In the early
stages of construction, | saw the hummingbird
gathering spider webs to firmly attach the base of
the nest to the branch. She then began building
up the sides.



