
 

The first week of April brought with it a flurry of construction on the PAWS Campus. A number of species 
that were showing signs of territorial and courtship behavior toward the end of March are now officially 
defending their territories and setting up house. The campus Anna's Hummingbirds, however, are far 
ahead of their feathered relatives in getting the next generation out there into the world. 

On March 27, I finally got a good look at the occupant of the hummingbird nest in a cedar tree next to 
our raccoon enclosure. I could see by the flight feathers hanging over the edge of the nest that this 
young hummer would soon fledge. 

http://www.paws.org/


 

Anna's Hummingbirds invariably lay two eggs, so 
either one egg in this nest didn't hatch or some
thing happened to the other nestling. With no sib
ling in the nest competing for space or food, this 
young bird had plenty of room to both move 
around and rest. 

I didn't check on the hummingbird nest for a few days at the end of March, and the next time I visited 
the nest site the nest had completely disappeared. Take a look at the two photos below. The one on 
the left shows the nest with the tail end of the young hummingbird visible. The one on the right shows 
the same spot in the tree after the nest and baby disappeared. I was puzzled by this at first. 



 

The fledgling hummingbird preened as 
she waited. 

I was fairly certain that the nest 
had not been destroyed or 
fallen down when the baby was 
still in it. I could hear what 
sounded like the high-pitched, 
single-note begging call of a 
young hummer coming from the 
branches above me. I eventu
ally tracked the calls to the 
youngster. She was sitting on 
an outlying branch, waiting for 
her mom to bring the next meal. 



 

While she was preening. her mother made a close fly-by. The fledgling followed her flight intently. 

The fledgling grew impatient and began calling to her mother. 



 

After vocalizing for a full minute, the fledgling hummingbird flew down to where her mother was feeding 
at the blossoms of a huckleberry bush. The young bird attempted to hover and take a couple sips her
self before she followed mom off to the east and disappeared from my view. 

After the fledgling hummingbird left, I discov
ered the answer to the mystery of the disap
pearing hummingbird nest. A family of 
Bushtits was in a nearby tree, working hard on 
a recycling project. The birds were busily dis
mantling the nest they had used last summer, 
and they were taking beak-fuls of the nesting 
material into the bushes about 30-yards away. 
Their new home would be made from parts of 
their old home and, since the hummingbird 
nest is made of very similar materials, I sus
pect the Bushtits also recycled that nest. 



 

While one recycling crew was hard at work behind the 
wildlife center, another Bushtit family was working on 
their own project in front of the center. In this case, 
the birds were dismantling an old Hutton's Vireo nest 
and using the materials to build a nest in a fir tree 
nearby. 

The bird below is a female, recognizable by her golden-yellow iris. She and at least 3 other bushtits 
were removing the vireo nest bit by bit. 



 

The male Bushtit below has just finished attaching some of the salvaged vireo nest material to the fir 
branch in front of him. Note the dark color of his iris. As I mentioned earlier, at least 4 Bushtits were 
working on this nest. It is not unusual for mated pairs of this species to have "helpers" involved in nest 
construction and the rearing of their young. Often these are their own offspring from previous nests. 

About fifty feet to the south of the Bushtit con
struction site, a pair of American robins is also 
constructing a nest. Look closely in the photo at 
left and you can see the tail of one of the robins. 
She was adding a mouthful of mud to the nest 
when I took this photo. 



 

The Bushtits also have some American Robin neighbors about 50 feet to the northeast of their nest site. 
A pair has built a nest under the eves of the roof over the picnic tables by the wildlife center's volunteer 
station. 
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This nest appears to belong to a very efficient pair of 
robins. Three days after I noticed the construction 
had begun, the female was already sitting on the 
nest. 



 

The Song Sparrow that is defending a territory by the wild
life center's back gate continues to sing on a regular basis. 
I'm not sure whether or not he has successfully attracted a 
mate. 

A Pacific Wren that is claiming territory directly behind the wildlife center also continues to sing every 
chance he gets. 



 

I have seen him interacting with a female on more than one occasion, so I'm guessing that he probably 
already has young ones on the way. 

I have heard Bewick's Wrens calling all over campus for the past week too. The individual pictured be
low was hanging out near the wildlife center's waterfowl cages. Just after this photo was taken, I saw him 
disappear into a fern following a potential mate. 



 

The hummingbird that is nesting in the wildlife center's deer pen has continued to spend most of her 
time on the nest in the past two weeks. 

I did catch her taking a break on a warmer, sunny day though. 



 

After sipping from a few Salmonberry and Indian Plum blossoms, the hummingbird took care of some 
feather maintenance. She carefully preened underneath her wings, and then behind them. 

She was very thorough, and her feathers really 
shined when the sunlight hit her at just the right 
angle. 



 

As of this writing, I believe this hummingbird's eggs have hatched. I saw her make a brief foray from her 
nest yesterday. When she returned, it looked like she poked her beak inside briefly. possibly feeding ba
bies, before she settled back in. Another possibility is that she was simply repositioning the eggs, but if 
hatching hasn't already occurred, it must be imminent. 

That's it for this installment of the Campus Update. If you would like to find out more about how PAWS 
is helping make a difference for Northwest Wildlife, visit the wildlife pages on our website. 

http://www.paws.org/wildlife.html

